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Community educator specializing in workshops on memoir, poetry, creative thinking, and conflict resolution. Author of two books, third upcoming 2017, plus regular publication of creative nonfiction, features, articles, and reviews. 

· Innovative teacher, creating and facilitating participatory classes emphasizing deep learning, imagination, and connection. Classes include memoir, flash fiction, poetry, and multisensory learning.  

· Author of features, creative nonfiction, reviews, articles, short stories, and poetry in mainstream as well as literary publications. Average of 50 pieces published annually.  
· Long-standing experience working with people of all ages in afterschool settings, community groups, arts organizations, and senior residences. 
Teaching
Guide participants through three different memoir writing classes, 8 weeks each, exploring various themes through creative exercises, poetry, and structured discussion to elicit vivid stories and deepen learning. Cuyahoga County Public Library. 2014-present
Guide participants through an 8 week flash fiction writing class with exercises including collaborative storytelling, improv dialogue, responses to art, and story blocks.  Cuyahoga County Public Library. 2014-present
Lead workshops for seniors, youth, and other community members. Courses include "Playful Poetry," "Multisensory Thinking: The DaVinci Approach," and "Art & Spirit." Community centers, non-profit organizations, schools. 1999-present  
Facilitate 20 session conflict resolution course "Alternatives to Violence" emphasizing applied learning through practice, role play, and written reflection. Senior organizations, school systems, and elder campus program of Cuyahoga Community College. 1986-98

Create memoir and poetry writing sessions with nursing home patients, culminating in publication of residents' writing in a volume titled Writing Life's Stories. Olmsted Manor Nursing Home 1983-86    
Partial List of Publications
books
Free Range Learning   Hohm Press, 2010 (nonfiction, handbook of natural learning)
Tending   Aldrich Press, 2013  (poetry collection) 
Growing Possibilities  Hohm Press, upcoming 2018  (essays)
print and online
"Collective Intelligence in Action." Tipping Points, December 2016 (nonfiction)

"Open the Door." First Day Press, October 2016 (creative nonfiction) 

"Play is Political." Dressing Room Poetry Journal, Autumn 2016, issue 11 (poetry)

"Adjunct Accidentally Invited to the Club." Penman Review, August 2016 (poetry) 

"Alternatives to Violence Lunch Meeting." Red River Review,  August 2016 (poetry) 

"Time Turns Back On Itself." Voices From the Middle anthology, 2016 (creative nonfiction)   

"Peace Meeting Disrupted by Vegetation Attack." Praxis Magazine,  July 2016 (creative nonfiction) 
"Unwritten." Oasis Journal, annual 2016 issue

"It's Easy to Write About What's Holy." "Too Little." "Significance of Planetary Flatus." Litbreak, January 26, 2016 (poetry) 
"Mother & Child Are Linked at the Cellular Level." Tikkun.org, January 22, 2016  (nonfiction) 

"Pipeline Protest." "Border Children on the News." Blue Collar Review, 2016 (poetry) 

"10 Reasons to Become a Library Addict." American Library Association's I Love Libraries, 2015 (nonfiction) 
"Overheard Calls." The Poet's Quest for God: 21st Century Poems of Faith, Doubt, and Wonder, Eyewear Publishing 2015 (poetry) 

"Survivors of Child Abuse Support Group." Literary Mama, Winter 2015 (poetry)
"Fog As Visible Dreams." "What the Onion Teaches." Shot Glass Journal, Issue 15, Winter 2015 (poetry) 
"Irony 101." Litro, October 4, 2015 (short story) 

"Everyone is a Poet." Poet's Quarterly, August 22, 2015 (creative nonfiction)

"Promoting Authors You Love." GeekMom, July 30, 2015 (nonfiction) 

"Gentle Homesteading." Geez Magazine, Issue 38, Summer 2015 (nonfiction)

"Let Your Kids Play With Fusion." GeekMom, June 19, 2015 (review) 
"Organized Sports Aren't Play." Child's Play Magazine, May/June 2015 (nonfiction)

"Earthbound." "Guardian." Writing For Peace, May 2015 (poetry) 
"Bring Back Obsolete Words." GeekMom, May 26, 2015 (nonfiction) 
"Extracting a Child's Confession." Mothering.com, May 2, 2015 (creative nonfiction)
"Failure Too." Mom Egg Review, Volume 13, Spring 2015 (poetry) 
"Poetry Writing Hacks: 7 Playful Ways To Create Poetry." Poet's Quarterly, April 6, 2015 (nonfiction)
"Everywhere Stars." Cleveland Scene fiction issue  January 28, 2015 (short story)
"Scarf From Hell." GeekDad, January 1, 2015 (creative nonfiction)  
"Fresh Each Day." Bewildering Stories, Issue 642, 2015 (poetry) 
"Baby Choreography." Mothering.com, September 19, 2014  (creative nonfiction)  
"Rutabaga." Flyover Country Review, September 1, 2014 (poetry)
"Interview with Leslie Nielsen."  RKVRY Quarterly, Summer 2014 (interview)
"Transcend the School Mindset." Pathways to Family Wellness, Spring 2014 (nonfiction) 

"Interview with Maria Droujkova and Yelena McManaman." GeekMom.com, March 19, 2014 (interview) 

"Laundry Zen." Mothering.com, March 7, 2014 (creative nonfiction) 
"Girls & Women Increasingly Shortchanged Onscreen." GeekMom, January 5, 2014 (nonfiction)   

"Newcomers to God's Country." Penduline, Issue Four, 2013  (creative nonfiction) 

"Dreams of Mice." Shot Glass Journal, Issue 10, 2013 (poetry) 

"How A Children's Book Saved Me." Rethinking Everything Magazine, 2013 (creative nonfiction) 
"Failure." Red River Review, November 2013 (poetry) 
"Driving Through Fog." Red River Review, May 2013 (poetry)
"The Bomb and Me." The First Day, April 10, 2013 (creative nonfiction)
"Interview with Bernie DeKoven." Wired.com, February 15, 2013  (interview)

"How to Learn From Experts." Wired.com, January 29, 2013 (nonfiction)

"Nest Unmade." Iodine Poetry Journal, Fall/Winter 2013 (poetry) 

 "Tearing Down the Schoolhouse." Pudding Magazine, Winter 2013 (poetry) 

"Forgetting Names." Dressing Room Poetry Journal, Issue 7, 2012 (poetry) 
"Get Out Now." Wired.com, December 21, 2012 (creative nonfiction) 
"How to Raise Word Geeks." Wired.com, November 6, 2012 (creative nonfiction) 
"Making Moments Into Memories." Mothering.com, May 8, 2012 (creative nonfiction) 

"How Kids Benefit from Chores." Wired.com, June 15, 2012 (nonfiction) 

"Perspective of Distance." "Aluminum Epiphany." Voices on the Wind, issue 51 (poetry) 

"Make Your Street Into a Neighborhood." Wired.com, August 8, 2012 (creative nonfiction) 

"Pride Goes Before Tiny Bite Marks." Mothering.com, August 30, 2012 (creative nonfiction)
"Ask the Most Important Question," Wired.com, January 30, 2012 (nonfiction) 
"Don't Stand Up Straight." Wired.com, September 27, 2012 (creative nonfiction) 
"Will Fracking Impact My Family?" Wired.com, July 27, 2012 (nonfiction, total of 80 reviews and articles published on Wired.com)
"Fostering the Flip Side of Gratitude." Pathways to Family Wellness, Issue 33, March 2012 

"Bringing Kids Back to the Commons." Front Porch Forum, January 19, 2012  (creative nonfiction) 

"The Boy With No Toys." Natural Life Magazine, Nov/Dec 2011 (nonfiction)
"Emphasis on Testing Cheats Everyone." GeekMom, November 3, 2011 (nonfiction) 

"Family Architecture." Rose & Thorn Journal, Fall 2011 (creative nonfiction) 
"Sacrifice." Bewildering Stories, Issue 445, 2011 (poetry) 
"Get Involved When It's None of Your Business." Institute For Humane Education, October 17, 2011 (nonfiction)
"What the French Revolution Can Teach Us About Parenting." Rethinking Everything Magazine, 2011  (creative nonfiction) 

"Educating Too Early." Wired.com, September 8, 2011 (nonfiction) 

"Light & Shadow." Lilipoh, Spring 2011 (creative nonfiction)
"Locust." "Joining the Statistics." J Journal, Spring 2011 (poetry) 

"What Children Learn on the Farm." Countryside & Small Stock Journal, Jan/Feb 2011 (nonfiction)
"Poetry Diet." Rose & Thorn Journal, Winter 2011 (creative nonfiction) 
"A Pilgrimage." Rose & Thorn Journal, Winter 2011 (poetry) 
"Imaginary Boyfriends." The Shine Journal contest, honorable mention 2010 (poetry)
"Helping Young People Establish Mentoring Connections." Encounter: Education for Meaning and Social Justice, Autumn 2010, Volume 23  (nonfiction) 
"Breathing the Deepwater Horizon." Poets For Living Waters, July 24, 2010  (poetry)
"Listening to Night." Halfway Down the Stairs, March 2010 (poetry) 
"Why The Window Washer Reads Poetry." Christian Science Monitor, February 21, 2010 (poetry) 
"Haying: June 12." Atlanta Review International Publication Prize, 2009  (poetry)
"Hard Frost." Dirty Napkin, Issue 5, December 2008  (poetry) 

"Spring Equinox." "Why We Walk the Dogs."  EarthSpeak Magazine, Autumn 2009 (poetry) 
"Ruminating." "Haying: June 10." Mannequin Envy. Fall 2008  (poetry) 
"Sprouting Plant Advocates." Green Prints, Spring 2009  (creative nonfiction) 
"Public Love." Geez Magazine, Issue Thirteen, Spring 2009  (nonfiction)

"Talking During Recess." The Writer’s Eye Magazine,  May/June 2009 (creative nonfiction) 

"The Queen's Gift." Farming Magazine, winter 2009 (creative nonfiction) 
"Hurrying Sustenance." Bewildering Stories, Issue 324  2009 (poetry) 
"Doorways." Our Common Sufferings: An Anthology of World Poets in Memoriam 2008 Sichuan Earthquake, Shanghai Foreign Language Education Press, 2008  (poetry)
"Piper Pipe That Song Again." Bewildering Stories, Issue 309  2008 (creative nonfiction) 

"Cemetery Rose." Bewildering Stories, Issue 307  2008 (poetry) 

"Listening to Bees." Geez Magazine, Issue Six, Summer 2007 (creative nonfiction)

"Welcome to the Hinterland." Geez Magazine, Issue Four, Winter 2006 (creative nonfiction)
"Biking to Salvation." "Urrealism." "Mixed Messages."  The Plain Dealer, 2005-2007  (features) 

"Worshipping" 35 weekly columns for The Plain Dealer, 2005-2007 (nonfiction)
Education 
Certified educator for Alternatives to Violence     Peace Grows

BA in Social Services     Cleveland State University
